
JUST ADD WATER 
 
 
In the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, it’s hard not to think about water, which of course 
leads to our water bills.  Many of us have questions about those bills.  But, Harvey 
aside, just how much water are you using?  Is it more or less than your neighbors? 
 
In our neighborhood, water usage varies greatly by season.  In the hotter, summer 
months more people are running their sprinklers and filling their swimming pools.  Below 
is a chart indicating our average usage for August to December 2017: 
 
Month:                                    AVG / usage              Avg Amt of bill 
 
July                                        15k                              $76.51 
August                                   17k                              $87.60                                                          
September                             11k                              $62.51                                      
October                                  13k                              $71.59 
November                              12k                              $66.35 
December                                9k                              $57.08 
 

Did you know the typical 14 X 28 ft. pool holds 16,000 – 18,00 gallons? Larger pools 
can hold double that amount.  Don’t forget about that irrigation system.  Watering your 
½ acre lot four times a week can use 45,000 gallons a month, or more. 
 
Inside your home, your typical family of four uses 240-320 gallons per day! According to 
Texas A&M, the largest water users are the shower, clothes washer and toilets, 
accounting for about two-thirds of the water used in an average household. Toilets use 
up to 27% of the household water supply while clothes washers use 20.9% and 
showers account for 17.3%. Faucets account for about 15.3% and leaks account for 
13.8% of a family’s water use. Dishwashers, baths, and other account for the remaining 
water use.   Assuming you have a new water saving showerhead, a four-minute shower 
uses about 8 gallons of water; older showerheads run at 5 gallons or more per minute.  
Washing machines can use anywhere from 20-57 gallons per load.  Front-loaders tend 
to use less water and some new high efficiency machines use not only 40-50% less 
water but less electricity too.  Do you know how much water your machine uses per 
load? 
 

Let’s talk about toilets.  Older toilets can use 3-7 gallons per flush; newer models are 
less than half of that.  No matter what the model, if its leaking, it’s costing you money.  A 
moderate toilet leak will generally waste 6,000 gallons of water a month – that’s $50- 
$70 depending on rates!  If it’s just a flapper or floater that needs replacing, it will cost 
you around $3 at your nearest home improvement store.  A simple and quick way to 
determine if your toilet is leaking is to insert a couple drops of food coloring into the tank 
and don’t flush your toilet for 20-30 minutes. Then, check to see if there is color in the 
toilet bowl. If there is, then you have a running toilet leak.  More serious problems 
should be addressed by a licensed plumber.   



Lastly, don’t dismiss that pesky leaking faucet.  One faucet leaking at a very typical rate 
of 10 drips per minute, is wasting close to a gallon of water per day. Got a fast drip 
going? A faucet or showerhead that drips 60 drips per minute wastes 5 gallons of water 
a day. That's 2,082 gallons per year. 

No one wants to be seen as the neighbor who wastes water, especially when the HOA 
may issue voluntary and/or mandatory rules about water usage during the upcoming 
summer months. It’s always nice to be as eco-friendly as possible, and understanding 
your water usage often results in savings on your home water bills. 

For more information: 

 https://water.tamu.edu/save-water-at-home/ (TAMU Water Education Network) 

 https://water.usgs.gov/edu/activity-drip.html  (Faucet drip calculator) 

 http://www.severntrentservices.com/uploads/how%20much%20water%20does%
20my%20irrigation%20system%20use.pdf (irrigation system usage) 

 

 

 

http://www.vivint.com/neighborhood/green-neighbor/10-ways-to-save/
https://water.tamu.edu/save-water-at-home/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwater.usgs.gov%2Fedu%2Factivity-drip.html&data=02%7C01%7Cannette.edmonds%40centerpointenergy.com%7C3c0acf110b8d48eff79f08d55eaa7803%7C88cc5fd7fd7844b6ad75b6915088974f%7C0%7C0%7C636519008607177692&sdata=%2B5B4LWma7lWYOEEKZxN3XoyzO%2BD2GjQWxIowSNFkUwM%3D&reserved=0
http://www.severntrentservices.com/uploads/how%20much%20water%20does%20my%20irrigation%20system%20use.pdf
http://www.severntrentservices.com/uploads/how%20much%20water%20does%20my%20irrigation%20system%20use.pdf

